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• Countdown is On!! – It is hard to believe but we are almost at one year and counting before ICD-
10-CM must be implemented.  Will your agency be ready?  (Note: The activities noted below will be 
covered with the CDSAs during the Oct/Nov training) 
 Local Agency ICD-10 Implementation Team is actively engaged in implementation activities 
 System Impact Assessment Completed and you are monitoring progress of any system 

remediation that is needed 
 Business Impact Assessment Completed and you are working on addressing the identified 

impacts 
 Clinical Documentation Assessment Completed and you are working with staff on clinical 

documentation improvements - by improving clinical documentation now, you will be ready 
to assign ICD-10-CM codes next year 

 Staff who attended coding training in April/May are coding samples of active client records 
using ICD-10-CM (dual coding) 
 Help to identify areas where current documentation and/or clinical content in 

electronic health records falls short and opportunities for documentation improvement 
 Helps maintain ICD-10-CM coding skills  
 Provides source of records that can be used for testing with payers 
 Identifies areas where there may be staff productivity issues during the transition 

 
• DPH ICD-10 Implementation Team – Several of the original members of the DPH ICD-10 

Implementation Team are no longer available to serve on this team.  In particular, we are need of 
local health department volunteers.  This team meets the third Monday of each month, 11am – Noon.  
Next meeting is September 16th.  For more information about the Implementation Team, go to 
http://publichealth.nc.gov/lhd/icd10/team.htm.  If you are currently working on the transition to 
ICD-10-CM for your agency and would be interested in participating on the DPH ICD-10 
Implementation Team, please e-mail Sarah.Brooks@dhhs.nc.gov.  It takes a public health village to 
ensure a smooth transition to ICD-10-CM! 

 
• Announcement from CMS: ICD-10-CM Classification Enhancements Fact Sheet is Revised – 

Local agencies may want to post this in your agency as an ICD-10-CM quick reference or use some 
of the information to create your own quick reference.  Spread the word within your agency to 
prepare staff for the transition to ICD-10-CM!  The Fact Sheet is at 
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/downloads/ICD-
10QuickRefer.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 

The “ICD-10-CM Classification Enhancements” Fact Sheet (ICN 903187) was revised and is now 
available in hard copy format. This fact sheet is designed to provide education on the 
International Classification of Diseases, 10th Edition, Clinical Modification/Procedure Coding 
System (ICD-10-CM/PCS). It includes the following information: ICD-10-CM/PCS compliance 
date; benefits of ICD-10-CM; similarities and differences between International Classification of 
Diseases, 9th Edition, Clinical Modification and ICD-10-CM; new features in ICD-10-CM; 
additional changes in ICD-10-CM; and use of external cause and unspecified codes in ICD-10-
CM.  

 
      CMS has very good resources that local agency ICD-10 Implementation Teams can  
      use to aid in their transition planning.  Check out provider resources at  
      http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/ProviderResources.html  
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• The following announcement was released by CMS.  This announcement applies to Medicare only.  
For HIS users, Secure EDI is aware of the change and is assessing the need for revisions to their 
software that handles the paper claim printing process.   

 
News Updates | September 5, 2013 

 
CMS-1500 Claim Form Updates: Medicare to Accept Revised 
Form Starting January 2014  
The CMS-1500 Claim Form has been recently revised with changes including those to 
more adequately support the use of the ICD-10 diagnosis code set. The revised CMS-
1500 form (version 02/12) will replace version 08/05. The revised form will give providers 
the ability to indicate whether they are using ICD-9 or ICD-10 diagnosis codes, which is 
important as the October 1, 2014, transition approaches. ICD-9 codes must be used for 
services provided before October 1, 2014, while ICD-10 codes should be used for 
services provided on or after October 1, 2014. The revised form also allows for additional 
diagnosis codes, expanding from 4 possible codes to 12.  

Only providers who qualify for exemptions from electronic submission may submit the 
CMS-1500 Claim Form to Medicare. For those providers who use service vendors, CMS 
encourages them to check with their service vendors to determine when they will switch 
to the new form. 

Medicare will begin accepting the revised form on January 6, 2014. Starting April 1, 2014, 
Medicare will accept only the revised version of the form. 

Keep Up to Date on ICD-10 
Visit the CMS ICD-10 website for the latest news and resources to help you prepare for 
the October 1, 2014, deadline. Sign up for CMS ICD-10 Industry Email Updates and 
follow us on Twitter. 
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