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FOCUS AREA Injury & Violence 
OBJECTIVE 1.  Reduce the unintentional poisoning mortality rate 
 
EBS PROGRAM 
DESCRIPTION 

Project Lazarus 

 
EBS LEVEL 
CDC Ranking 

P = Promising 

REFERENCE/CITATION 
Data Supporting 
Level/Ranking  

Pain Med. 2011 Jun;12 Suppl 2:S77-85. doi: 10.1111/j.1526-4637.2011.01128.x. 
Project Lazarus: community-based overdose prevention in rural North Carolina. 
Albert S, Brason FW 2nd, Sanford CK, Dasgupta N, Graham J, Lovette B; 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6106a1.htm  

 
PROGRAM ATTRIBUTES 
Influence Level Community Multi-Level 
Target Population Comprehensive community approach:  Patients with pain-management prescription 

and their families; providers who prescribe pain-management meds; hospital 
emergency departments; community-wide for education on opioid poisoning 

Intervention Setting Physician’s office, patient’s home, emergency department, community, health 
department. 

Key Measures Prescription drug death rate change at the county level.  
Cost Low to no cost with use of CCNC Chronic Pain Initiative resources 

www.communitycarenc.com/population-management/chronic-pain-project/   
Time to Implement Organization  1-2 years 

Patient/Client   
Difficulty to Implement 
Resource Intensity 

Moderate – implementing successfully requires coordination across a wide, diverse 
group in a county among patients, providers, and professional organizations.  

ROI 
if known 

 

 
PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 
Organization Project Lazarus  
Contact Person Fred Brason 
Email / Telephone fbrason@projectlazarus.org  
Web Site http://www.projectlazarus.org/   
 
CURRENT NC-DPH SUPPORT 
T.A. – Yes/No 
  Specific group? 
  Other limitations? 

Yes  

T.A. Contact Scott Proescholdbell – scott.proescholdbell@dhhs.nc.gov  
Funding – Yes/No 
  Specific group? 
  Other limitations? 

Yes 
Local Health Departments working on prescription-drug deaths and prepared to 
implement Project Lazarus 
$5,000 per county available for 13 counties in 2013-14 

Funding Contact Alan Dellapenna – alan.dellapenna@dhhs.nc.gov  
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EBS PROGRAM IMPLEMENTED BY / NC EXAMPLES 
#1 – Organization Name / Contact Information Wilkes County Health Department, 

Ann Absher Health Director 
aabsher@wilkescounty.net  

#2 – Organization Name / Contact Information  
#3 – Organization Name / Contact Information  
 
OTHER COMMENTS / NOTES 
DPH provide data to communities interested 
Implementation 26 to 60 counties; health disparities focus unknown 
 

mailto:blovette@wilkescounty.net

