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Kentucky
is a 
national 
leader

.

… in diabetes, obesity, diabetes, 
several types of cancer. 

But also in improvements to 
colorectal cancer screening rates 
and colorectal cancer policy 
change. 



What 
We 
Accomplished

Kentucky’s CRC screening rate has 
improved more than any other 
state in the last 17 years – 50% 
increase
23% decrease in incidence; 30% 
decrease in mortality
Every year, 350 Kentuckians who 
would have gotten the disease did 
not AND 230 did not die due to 
lower stage diagnosis





Set goals…
policy!



What 
We 
Accomplished

Building upon successes
Passed legislation creating KY Colon 
Cancer Screening Program for the 
uninsured -- but not funded (2008)
Fully funded health insurance 
coverage for colon cancer screening 
for KY health plans and Medicaid 
(2008)
Funded screening program with 
$200,000 in coal severance funds 
(2010)  



What 
We 
Accomplished

Building upon successes
Funded screening program with   
$1 million in General Fund dollars 
and created public-private 
partnership of Kentucky Cancer 
Foundation (2012)  
Secured second round of $1 million 
in General Fund appropriation 
(2014)



What 
We 
Accomplished

Building upon successes
Eliminated “polyp loophole” (2015) 
with Senate Bill 61.  
Fixed the FIT or DNA Stool test 
follow-up colonoscopy problem
Implemented most up to date ACS 
Screening Guidelines moving 
forward.  As guidelines are 
updated, the statute automatically 
updates







What 
We 
Accomplished

Building upon successes
Expanded screening program to 
the underinsured (2016)
Passed resolution in support of 
federal legislation to close 
Medicare colon cancer screening 
loophole (2017)





What 
We 
Accomplished

Building upon successes
Secured $1 million in General Fund 
dollars to restart the screening 
program (2018)
Became first state in nation to 
mandate cancer risk genetic 
testing coverage with no cost to 
the insured based upon NCCN 
guidelines and updated coverage 
to age 45 based on ACS guidelines 
(2019)



AN ACT relating to cancer 
prevention through 
insurance coverage for 
screening and appropriate 
genetic testing 2019 SB-30
• NCCN Guidelines specific
• Kentucky governed health plans
• Not deductible, coinsurance, or any other 

cost-sharing
• Ovarian, colorectal, breast, uterine,   

pancreas, gastric, melanoma, prostate
• ACOG, ACG, KMA, Ky Assn Genetic 

Counselors, ACS, UK Markey, UL Brown





Independent 
Kentucky-based 
non-profit: Colon 
Cancer Prevention 
Project is the Key 
Ingredient to our 
Kentucky Secret 
Sauce

How We Did It

Colon Cancer Prevention Project



How We Did It

Colon Cancer Prevention Project
Top recommendation for other 
states to replicate
Engage a lobbyist 
Conduct advocacy work at the 
state level and at the grass roots 
level



How We Did It

Long-term, cross-sector collaboration
Health departments
Comp cancer
Non-profits
Health systems
Advocacy organizations



How We Did It

Long-term, cross-sector collaboration
Provider groups
Physicians
Legislators
Lobbyists
Public health officials



OUR STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAMPIONS



Resources Jason Baird, jason@limestonegrp.com
www.limestonegrp.com

Colon Cancer Prevention Project
www.coloncancerpreventionproject.org

http://www.limestonegrp.com/
http://www.coloncancerpreventionproject.org/
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